Creating HDR photos like a pro

Tired of spending far too long masking each of your exposures?
There are professional resources available to speed up your process.
And they are 100% free!
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What You Need
It doesn’t take a lot to make
professional HDR photos. Really.
A DSLR Camera

HDR Efex Pro

1: Take your bracketed photos

Before you can make a lovely HDR photo, you have to take a series of exposures. A minimum of
three separate exposures is required for this process. Generally, -2, 0, and +2 will work.

2: Download HDR Efex Pro
In 2016, Google made their Nik Collection (A series of computer applications tailored for
photographers) totally free. Initially it was a $500 application series and contains professional
quality apps. To download the program, go to:
https://www.google.com/nikcollection/products/hdr-efex-pro/

3: Select your exposures
Go through your photos and choose the
best exposures, and then open up your
ﬂeshly installed copy of HDR Efex Pro.
Once you open the program, you need
to locate the ﬁles to open by navigating
to File > Open Images
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4: Fine-tune the base HDR image
Select your exposres and click on
Open. HDR Efex Pro will then take
your exposures and combine them
all to make a base HDR photo for
future editing. You can adjust the
amount of visibility that each of the
exposures gets. You can also
customize things like the chromatic
aberration, ghost reduction, and
alignment. When you are satisﬁed,
click on Create.

5: Edit the HDR image

This is where the magic really starts to happen. HDR Efex Pro takes your base HDR and
provides a wide array of presets to fully customize your image into the HDR photo you want. It
features presets like Deep, Balanced, Detailed, Bright, and many more. You can also go fully
custom on the way your HDR looks. The possibilities are virtually limitless.

6: Fine-tune
Now is the time to make your
image shine. You can go through
and make things like exposure,
contrast, tonal compression, and
more just the way you like them.

7: Export the image and feel like a real pro
When you are completely satisﬁed with the way that your HDR photo looks, navigate to
the menu bar and go to File > Save Image As. Save your image to the location of your
choosing. Now, go and post your image all over social media to show everybody just how
professional you are.

